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Abstract 
Analysis of the various definitions of marginality and, in particular, ethnic and cultural marginality, leaves unclear the question - 
what is behind the phenomenon of marginality: the lack of ethnic identity, weak identity or negative ethnic identity? 
Many researchers suggest that the factor of marginalization is the transformation of structure of identifications, which leads in 
general to an imbalance of ethnic identity. 
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Introduction 
 
Analysis of the various definitions of marginality and, in particular, ethnic and cultural marginality, leaves 
unclear the question - what is behind the phenomenon of marginality: the lack of ethnic identity, weak identity or 
negative ethnic identity? 
Many researchers suggest that the factor of marginalization is the transformation of structure of identifications, 
which leads in general to an imbalance of ethnic identity [1-4]. 
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Objective: to study the relationship between self-perception of the personality and perception of its own ethnic 
group and a foreign ethnic group 
Methods: The methods and techniques of diagnostic studies were: 
1. Method of detection auto-and hetero-stereotypes by Stefanenko T.G. (70 definitions) [5]; 
2. A diagnostic test of relations by Ktsoeva – Soldatova  G.U. [6]. 
Using these techniques, we have assumed that by identifying with a particular ethnic group, people associate 
themselves with it on certain qualities. And if the qualities attributed to the person himself, and his idea of the 
quality of their ethnic group are the same, then we can talk about a mono-ethnic identity with their ethnic groups. If 
this similarity is not detected or if the individuals’ presentations about their own qualities match with the qualities of 
the other ethnic group, it is possible to speak of a marginal ethnic identity. 
Results: 
Respondents were asked 70 properties, of which they had to choose ten describing their personal qualities, ten - 
is characterized by the quality of their own ethnic group and ten - the quality of another ethnic groups. In the 
analysis of responses of Kazakh nationality were identified protocols, which found evidence of changes in ethnic 
identity. 
Depending on the responses, respondents were divided into 3 groups. 
 
  
Fig. 1 Percent groups depending conflicts of ethnic self-determination 
 
The first group included respondents who revealed the actualization of the dual identity (34.2%). These people in 
assessing the properties found similarities with the two ethnic groups (in this case - the Kazakhs and Russian).A 
second group of respondents has not manifested identification with their ethnic group (18.5%).The third group 
includes those who have the representation of ethnic identity was not significant (48.3%). 
To determine the significance of differences in the data, we applied a mathematical criterion ϕ∗- angular Fisher 
transformation. 
Application of the criterion ϕ∗ - angular Fisher transformation showed that among the three identified in the 
study groups, there are significant statistical differences: 
1) between the group of respondents with the dual identity and group of respondents for whom ethnic 
identification is insignificant ϕ∗= 1,88 p≤0,05; 
2) between the group of respondents for whom ethnic identification is insignificant, and the group of respondents 
with dominant identity with another ethnic group ϕ∗ = 1,89 p≤0,05; 
3) between the group of respondents with the dual identity and a group of respondents with dominant identity 
with another ethnic group ϕ∗ = 1,74 p≤0,05. 
To justify the differences found between the scores of images of Kazakh and Russian by respondents of 3groups 
was used t - Student test, parametric statistical treatment. 
Calculating the criterion and applying to the table of significance levels, we have concluded that among the 3 
groups, there is a significant difference in the characteristics of ethnic identification. Thus, significant differences 
were revealed: 
А 
34,2% 
Б 
18,5% 
В 
48,3% 
А Б В 
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1) in the evaluation of the image of Kazakh by respondents with dual identity and respondents with insignificant 
ethnic identity: t = 2,74 at p≤0,01; 
2) in evaluation of the image of Russian by respondents with dual identity and respondents with insignificant 
ethnic identity: t = 2,07 at p≤0,05; 
3)in evaluation of the image of Kazakh by respondents with dual identity and respondents with dominant identity 
with another ethnic group: t = 3,13 at p≤0,001; 
4) in evaluation of the image of Russian by respondents with insignificant ethnic identity and the identity of 
respondents with dominant identity with another ethnic group: t = 3,24 at p≤0,001. 
Respondents of the first group consider the Kazakhs "hospitable" (77.1%), "friendly" (64.2%), "strong" (53.3%), 
"hardy" (49.3%), "patriotic"(48%),"independent "(47.9%). 
The image of Russian associated with "hard work" (48.5%), "discipline" (47.3%), "independence" (44.6%), 
"optimistic" (43.3%), "communicative" (42.8%), "adaptation" (39.5%), "responsiveness" (32%). 
 
Table 1. Quality, reflecting the similarity of the respondents with the characteristics of dual identity 
 
with Kazakh ethnos % with Russian ethnos % 
hardworking 
obedient 
friendly 
responsive 
hospitable 
proud 
patient 
conscientious 
32 
21,3 
64 
53,3 
54,6 
21,3 
21,3 
34,6 
disciplined 
adapting 
independent 
optimistic 
hardworking 
energetic 
sociable 
conscientious 
37,3 
26,6 
24 
42,6 
32 
21,3 
44 
34,6 
 
As we can see, the positive characteristics of hetero and auto-stereotypes are dominated among the respondents 
of this group. Respondents with the characteristics of the duality of identity found similarities with the Kazakh and 
Russian ethnic group on the following qualities shown in Table 1. 
Table 1 shows that the matched auto-stereotypes hetero-stereotypes are positive color. But it should be pointed 
out that the respondents noted conflicting qualities that they possess (obedient - independent). Ethnic groups are 
similar to each other on the quality of the "hard-working", "conscientious". 
In general, we can say that the presence of this type of ethnic identity can be explained by easily turn into its 
particular ethnic image the components of another ethnic group, ethnic mobility, willingness to integrate cultures 
that may occur due to the formation of the general fund of semantic structures for representatives of the two ethnic 
groups . Authentication provides respondents with dual identity accepted sense of the "other." 
In the second group, which is represented by the respondents with the predominant identification with the 
Russian ethnic group, the image of the Russian people presented by such qualities as "having dignity" (52.94%), 
"hardy" (50%), "adhere to the established order " (49,9%), "uninhibited" (48.05%), "disciplined" (47%), "diligent" 
(44.11%), "individualistic" (35.29%), the "independent" (32 7%), "emotional" (32.35%), "adapting" (32.35%), 
"optimistic" (31.8%), "enterprising" (27.64%). 
Image of the Kazakh ethnic group’s representative described using as a "hospitable" (85.29%), "generous" 
(64.7%), "obedient" (50%), "compassionate" (34.23%), "preferring material 
values"(32.4%),"passive"(31.8%),"smug"(29.41%),"obedient "(27.55%),"hard-working"(23.41%). 
There are no such features as conservatism, depression, competition, preference wealth, obedience, selfishness, 
irresponsibility and passivity in the image of the "I". However, these very features are insignificantly present in 
description of the image of the Kazakhs. In the image of myself in this group, respondents noted as the most 
important the following characteristics: "independent" (67.35%), "disciplined" (61.76%), "adaptive" (59.8%), 
"strong" (58, 82%), "dignified" (58.1%), "hard-working" (55.8%), "serious" (56.3%), "adhere to the established 
order" (41.17%), "polite"(40.3%),"lazy"(38.4%),"spiritual"(38.23%),"optimistic"(29.32%),"enterprising"(26.5%). 
It can be noted that the respondents in this group find a match with the Russian ethnic group on such qualities as 
"adhere to the established order", "hard work", "dignified", "enterprise", and "optimistic". Here we see that 
respondents attribute to themselves and to the image of the Russian people similar business and personal qualities. 
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Probably respondents consider these qualities as most appropriate at this time. Coincidences with the Kazakh ethnic 
group are insignificant. This suggests that the respondents in this group identify themselves with the Russian ethnic 
group. Perhaps there is triggered mechanism associated with the influence of the reference group on the behavior of 
the representative of a particular ethnic group. If another (based on objective criteria) ethnic group is reference to 
person with marginalized ethnic identity, then his behavior would be in the nature of the internal subordination to 
this group (when a person perceives opinion of another ethnic group as his own and stick it outside the group). 
Figure 2 shows the ratio of positive and negative auto- and hetero-stereotypes of respondents in this group (data 
are presented as a percentage). 
 
 
 
Fig. 2. Percentage of positive and negative auto- and hetero-stereotypes in the group of respondents with 
dominant identification with the Russian ethnic group 
 
Positive auto-stereotypes prevail in the description of the image of the Kazakh ethnic group’s representative. 
However, the percentage of negative auto-stereotypes exceeds similar in the description of the image of the Russian 
ethnic group’s representative(39.47% and 17 07% respectively). The predominance of identification with Russian 
ethnic group leads to a critical and sometimes negative assessment of their own ethnic group. Perhaps this is due to 
the stereotype ratings, not knowing the representatives of a particular ethnic group, results from the interaction and 
direct communication. 
Respondents of the third group consider such characteristics as "hospitable" (68.31%), "sympathetic" (56.43%), 
"generous" (55.9%), "hardy" (52, 47%), "lazy" (48.5%), "patriotic" (44.55%), "strong" (44.55%), "proud" (36.63%), 
"friendly" (35, 64%), "conservative" (23.76%)the most important for image of Kazakhs. 
The image of Russian represented by qualities such as "optimistic" (52.57%), "uninhibited" (48.51%), 
"independent" (44.6%), "smug" (44.53%), "self-confident "(44.32%)," enterprising "(33.66%)," emotional 
"(32.68%)," sociable "(32.67%)," selfish "(31.2%)," inflexible "(29.7%). 
Identifications with ethnic groups for third group of respondents are as follows: coincidence with the Kazakh 
ethnic group had qualities "pride" (27.72%), "friendliness" (23.76%), "laziness" (16.83% ); coincidence with the 
Russian ethnic group had qualities "emotional" (31.68%), "independent" (27.77%), "enterprising" (15.97%), 
"selfish" (11.9%). 
It should be noted that the indicators of the image of the "I" in this group are diverse, and it is difficult to identify 
one or more significant trends that would meet all the indicators. In this case, according to our assumption, the 
general tendency was to, if there has been the influence of external factors. But as indicators majority voted 
individually enough, we can note in this group of respondents dominance internal factors of external, but not 
excluding the role of the latter. Rather often respondents allocated qualities, expressing attitude to themselves 
("serious" (19.8%), "secretive" (15.84%), and «individualistic» 11.88%), attitude to the property("thrifty"(12.1%)), 
and humanistic qualities ("kind-hearted"(20.79%),"humane"(12.84%)). 
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 
image of Kazakh 
image of Kazakh image of Russian 
А - positive characteristics 60,52 82,92 
В - negative characteristics 39,47 17,07 
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We see both positive and negative auto- and hetero-stereotypes in the third group. As the first group of 
respondents, there occurs the presence of contradictory qualities (laziness - enterprise), which revealed a match. 
However, there is no significant correlation between the description of the image of the "I", the image of the 
typical Russian and image of a typical Kazakh (Pearson's linear correlation coefficient equal to 0.28 and 0.17, 
respectively). Therefore, we conclude that ethnic identification is insignificant for the third group of respondents. 
Perhaps, in this case the mechanism "shift motif on target" plays an important role to the respondents of this group. 
If ethnic identity component is insignificant, it cannot act as motivating. An activity in this case begins at the 
expense of other factors. This is due to the fact that the person is directly involved in the formation of his identity. 
That is why the indicators were quite unique for respondents with insignificant ethnic identity. 
Respondents with a mono-ethnic identity (control group) were the greatest "traditionalists", as they attributed to 
the Kazakhs and Russian features typical of their ethnic stereotype. In other words, the attitudes of respondents with 
a mono-ethnic identity to the typical image of the Kazakh and Russian were more contrasting than the data of 
respondents with a marginal identity. 
In general, respondents with a mono-ethnic identity showed a greater degree of difference between the two 
ethnic groups. While respondents with an ethnic imbalance increasingly tended to smooth out two ethnic groups. In 
other words, respondents in the control group more clearly see the difference of their ethnic group from others in the 
70 qualities that were set in accordance with the procedure than respondents of the experimental groups. 
Respondents with an imbalance of ethnic identity demonstrate greater traditionalism in manners and behavior 
patterns, and respondents with a mono-ethnic identity - in attitudes and values. 
Additionally, we used the data obtained during the diagnostic test of relations by Ktsoeva - Soldatova G.U. 
Despite the fact that the aim of the method is the measurement of ambivalence, orientation and intensity of ethnic 
stereotypes, we used the estimates which respondents noted the severity of certain qualities of the respondents, in 
the Kazakh and Russian ethnic group. The analysis of identification characteristics showed that some groups of 
characteristics are expressed about the same, while others - in different ways. 
Analysis of matches in the assessment of severity qualities confirmed the results that we obtained during the 
previous method. 
Respondents who had identification with both ethnic groups found, on average, 11 and 11.7 matches of the 
proposed 24 qualities of Kazakh and Russian ethnic groups, respectively. 
Respondents who had identification with the Russian ethnic group showed 10.7 coincidences with Russian 
ethnic group against 5.8 with the Kazakh ethnic group. 
Respondents whose identification with the ethnic groups was not significantshowed4.3 coincidences with 
Kazakh ethnic group and 3.7 with the Russian ethnic group. 
Clearly matched to individual qualities are presented in Figure 3. 
To determine the significance of statistical differences in the samples being compared by the method of 
"diagnostic test relations", we used parametric statistical methods - t - Student test. Statistically differences between 
the estimates of the severity of qualities were revealed: 
1) in the Kazakh ethnic group and the group with the predominant identification with another ethnic group at 
p≤0,01 (on such qualities as “active” (t = 2,67), “pedantic” (t = 3,16), “cunning” (t = 2,93 ) in the evaluation of the 
image of the "I"); 
2) in the Kazakh ethnic group and group to which ethnic identity is not significant at p≤0,05 (on such qualities as 
“arrogant” (t = 2,31), “irascible” (t = 2,19) in the evaluation of the image of the "I"); 
3) in the Russian ethnic group and group to which ethnic identity is not significant at p≤0,05 (on such qualities 
as “diplomatic” (t = 2,44), “thrifty” (t = 2,28) in the evaluation of the image of the "I"). 
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Fig.3. Qualities’ matched in experimental and control groups 
 
Using nonparametric U - Mann-Whitney test, we attempted to identify differences in the groups between the 
images of those assessed in the procedure "diagnostic test of relations." As a result of the calculations we have made 
the following conclusions: 
1. There were no significant differences between the measurements of the images of a typical Russian and 
typical Kazakh: 
a) in the group of respondents with insignificant ethnic identity; 
b) in the group of respondents with dual ethnic identity. 
2. Significant differences between the estimates of the images of a typical Russian and typical Kazakh occur: 
a) in the group of respondents of Kazakh nationality with the dominant identification with Russian ethnic group; 
b) in the control groups of respondents with a mono-ethnic identity (Kazakh and Russian). 
Method of "diagnostic test of relations" is an original modification of the method of semantic differential, where 
the objects and images measured at a certain scale. We conducted further mathematical treatment of this test using a 
data processing method used when using semantic differential. 
Using the results of the scaling procedure allowed not only determining the coefficient of ambivalence. Further 
processing of the material was carried out as follows: the results of individual subjects in all groups were 
summarized in general-group data matrix separately for groups of respondents. Respondents were divided into 
groups depending on the characteristics of ethnic identity’s problematic (3groups), as well as for the control groups 
of respondents with a mono-ethnic identity (2 groups - Russian and Kazakh). 
Total points at the intersection of role positions were presented in 5 matrices (the image of the "I", the ideal 
image of the "I", the image of a representative of the Kazakh ethnic group, the image of a representative of the of the 
Russian ethnic group) and 24 qualities presented in the method of "diagnostic test of relations." 
In this case, the image of the "I" can be viewed in the system of internalized images of significant others. The 
simplest form of processing raw data matrix is a comparison of role positions by counting the pair correlation 
0 
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1 
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2 
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4 
diplomatic modest generous irascible cowardly 
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 characteristics 
Kazakhs Russian dual identity identification with the Russian slight identity 
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coefficients estimates qualities attributed this role positions, i.e. the calculation of the coefficients of pair correlation 
matrix of vertical columns of source data. To calculate the linear correlation coefficient was used Pearson. 
In the comparison of the correlation parameters of samples of each group of respondents, we recorded the 
following data: 
 
Table 2. Inter correlation matrix of role positions in the group of respondents with the dual identity 
 
 The 
image of the 
"I" 
The ideal 
image of the "I" 
The image of a 
representative of 
the Kazakh ethnic 
group 
The image of a 
representative of the 
Russian ethnic group 
The image of the "I" 1 0,92 0,74 0,72 
The ideal image of the 
"I" 
 1 0,71 0,77 
The image of a 
representative of the Kazakh 
ethnic group 
  1 0,65 
The image of a 
representative of the Russian 
ethnic group 
   1 
 
As seen from Table 2, the respondents with dual ethnic identity have high degree of identification with the image 
of a typical Kazakh and typical Russian (0.74 and 0.72, respectively). The ideal image of the "I" more highly 
correlated with the image of typical Russian (0.77) compared with the image of typical Kazakhs (0.71). 
 
Table 3. Inter correlation matrix if role positions in the group of respondents with insignificant ethnic identity 
 
 The 
image of 
the "I" 
The ideal 
image of the "I" 
The image of a 
representative of 
the Kazakh ethnic 
group 
The image of a 
representative of the 
Russian ethnic group 
The image of the "I" 1 0,73 0,31 0,32 
The ideal image of the "I"  1 0,44 0,63 
The image of a 
representative of the Kazakh 
ethnic group 
  1 0,61 
The image of a 
representative of the Russian 
ethnic group 
   1 
 
In a sample of respondents with insignificant ethnic identity compared to the previous group the image of the "I" 
less correlated with images of a typical Kazakh and typical Russian (0.31 and 0.32, respectively). The ideal image of 
the "I" is more identified with the image of a typical Russian. Ethnic images (Kazakh and Russian) are highly 
correlated with each other, which can indicate that respondents perceive the ethnic groups equally, without any 
preference to any one of them (Table 3). 
In the group of respondents with dominant identity with another ethnic group, there is a significant correlation 
between the image of the "I" and the image of a representative of the Russian ethnic group (0.62), whereas the 
correlation coefficient with the image of a representative of the Kazakh ethnic group significantly lower (0.25). 
Perhaps due to the fact that the respondents in this sample are guided in their behavior, actions, etc. to 
representatives of the Russian ethnic group, the ideal image of the "I" highly correlated with the image of typical 
Russian (Table 4). 
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Table 4. Inter correlation matrix of role positions in the group of respondents with dominant identification with 
another ethnic group 
 
 The 
image of the 
"I" 
The ideal 
image of the "I" 
The image of a 
representative of the 
Kazakh ethnic group 
The image of a 
representative of the 
Russian ethnic group 
The image of the "I" 1 0,66 0,25 0,62 
The ideal image of the "I"  1 -0,06 0,83 
The image of a 
representative of the Kazakh 
ethnic group 
  1 -0,08 
The image of a 
representative of the Russian 
ethnic group 
   1 
 
To achieve clarity the differences found, we compared the results with those of control groups. 
The image of the "I" is highly correlated with the image of a typical Kazakh for respondents in the control group 
(Kazakhs). Low coefficient of correlation with the image of Russian (0, 18) indicates the absence of a significant 
identification association between the image of the "I" and the image of a typical Russian. The correlation 
coefficient between the images of a typical Kazakh and the image of a typical Russian is insignificant (0.23) in the 
system of internalized images of significant others. The image of a typical Kazakh is closer to the ideal image of the 
"I" (0.51). 
 
Table 5. Inter correlation matrix of role positions in the group of respondents with a mono-ethnic identity 
(Kazakhs) 
 
 The 
image of the 
"I" 
The ideal image 
of the "I" 
The image of a 
representative of the 
Kazakh ethnic group 
The image of a 
representative of the 
Russian ethnic group 
The image of the 
"I" 
1 0,83 0,70 0,18 
The ideal image of 
the "I" 
 1 0,51 0,31 
The image of a 
representative of the 
Kazakh ethnic group 
  1 0,23 
The image of a 
representative of the 
Russian ethnic group 
   1 
 
Table 6. Inter correlation matrix of role positions in the group of respondents with a mono-ethnic identity 
(Russian) 
 The image 
of the "I" 
The ideal image 
of the "I" 
The image of a 
representative of the 
Kazakh ethnic group 
The image of a 
representative of the 
Russian ethnic group 
The image of the 
"I" 
1 0,71 0,41 0,74 
The ideal image of 
the "I" 
 1 0,42 0,74 
The image of a 
representative of the 
  1 0,33 
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Kazakh ethnic group 
The image of a 
representative of the 
Russian ethnic group 
   1 
 
In the group of respondents with a mono-ethnic identity (Russian) the image of the "I" is identified with the 
image of a typical Russian (0.74).  
However, we note that correlation coefficient between the image of the "I" and the image of a representative of 
the Russian ethnic group is 0.18in a control group of Kazakhs; and correlation coefficient between the image of the 
"I" and the image of a representative of the Kazakh ethnic group is 0.41 in the control group of Russians.  
Perhaps this can be explained by the fact that the Kazakh ethnic group is the titular ethnic group and it is defined 
in many areas of society in our days. 
A significant inverse correlation in the studied groups of respondents is not observed. 
Thus, we can note that the analysis of the identity matrices confirmed data obtained by Method of detection 
auto- and hetero-stereotypes or 70 definitions (Stefanenko T.G.). Technique "A diagnostic test of relations" has 
confirmed the existence and characteristics of the identified groups with conflicting ethnic identity. 
Conclusions of the study: We can note that there is a group of people, which is characterized by the 
transformation of ethnic identity. Those trends that were discovered as a result of the study reflect conflicts of ethnic 
identity. The latter can be expressed as a duality of ethnic identity, identification with another ethnic group, 
insignificant ethnic identification. 
Of course, the duality of ethnic identity as identification with both ethnic groups can be called bi-ethnic identity. 
However, we noted above that if the duality of ethnic identity takes place against the background of the ambivalent 
attitude towards participating in inter-ethnic interaction groups or ambivalent assessments importance of ethnic 
identity, then we are talking about the duality of ethnic identity as an expression of ethnic identity conflict. 
The central component formed internalized and ethno-cultural identity is very strong positive feeling man 
himself as the representative of ethno-cultural group. However, the existence of conflicts of ethnic identity of the 
respondents in the form of dual identities and identifications with another ethnic group may indicate that the ethno-
cultural identity is not fully formed. This may reflect the classic situation of marginality as an intermediary between 
the process of gaining full identity with their ethnic group and ethnic assimilation processes. 
The practical value of the research results: results of the study reveal the particular changes that have 
occurred with the ethnic identity of the indigenous population in the modern period of development of Kazakhstan. 
Features of transformation of ethnic self-determination within the same ethnic group indicate the directions of 
integration and development of the integrity of Kazakh society. 
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